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J u l y  17th, 1964 

Wny thanks f o r  t h e  material you sent ma, 

Tho po ln t  I wanted t o  make i n  the talk we had a t  lunch w a s  
t h a t  the  Senate Appropriations Committee Report c w e r i n g  f i s c a l  1964 funds 
t o  NIH contained t h i s  statement1 

In a c t u a l i t y ,  

**The cornnittee reaognizes t h a t  a s i z a b l e  body of fundamental 
research infonse t lon  1s now penni t t ing  selection of certain 
problems f o r  intensive and extensive exp lo i t a t ion ,  such as 
chmfcal and v i r u s  causation of cancer. To move ahead ex- 
pedi t ious ly  f n  such arms wt11 requi re  resources not now i n  
ex1stLmcec p a r t i c u l a r l y  moderately large-scale f a c i l i t i e s  with 
spec ia l  a i r  hsndliag f o r  work with hazardous viruses and 
chemicals. Xndustriaf-type f a c i l i t i e s  and operations,  including 
applied and dtvelopaental  research capabilities, w i l l  be required 
f o r  f u l l  exp lo l t a t ion  of research lrsads. 
c a p a b i l i t y  w i l l  n e c e s s i t a t e  long-term corrreitments t o  those 
who are a b f r  and wtlling t o  undertake this type of research. 
A 1 1  moneys a l l o c a t e d  in t h i s  cont rac tua l  program s h a l l  be 

en(: only a f t e r  review and approval by the Nagional Cancer 

The c rea t ion  of t h i s  

1 sory  Counc f 1 . *' - 
t bCounc i1  is not provided with any opparttmlty t o  review rand 

approve the-cont rac ts ,  nor has t h e  Council beem asked t o  review and approve 
cont rac t  g ran t s  s ince  E have bean on that Council t8e l a s t  two years. 
in d i r e c t  c o n f l i c t  with the  expressed d i r e c t i o n  of the Senate report  and 
wlth the remarks of Congressman Fogarty on the House f l o a r  September 26th 
of lest year, a t  t he  tlme the  House accepted the Conference Report: 

This f s  

"The second poin t  I wanted t o  mention is t h a t  it is my 
understanding t h a t  research cont rac ts ,  of which t h e  National 
Cancer I n s t i t u t e  finances a g rea t  many, are not cleared through 
t h e  same channels of advisory groups as are g ran t  appl ica t ions ,  
After discussing t h i s  with several people with considerable 
profess iona l  competence i n  t h i s  f i e l d ,  f am of t h e  opinion 
t h a t  t he  same procedure should be canployad f o r  both." 

According t o  Publ ic  Taw 6125, enacted by the  80th Congress, 
incorporating the  National CRncer and Heatrt Xnstftutes under T i t l e  I V ,  t h e  
functions of the  Council are "to  review app l i ca t ions  from any univers i ty ,  
hospital, laboratory,  or other  i n s t i t u t i o n  o r  agency, whether public o r  
pr iva te ,  o r  from indiv idua ls ,  f o r  grants-ln-aid f o r  research p r o j e c t s  re- 
l a t i n g  t o  cancer, and c e r t i f y  t o  the Surgeon General i t s  approval of 
grants-in-aid i n  the  cases of such p ro jec t s  which show promise of making 
valuable cont r ibu t ions  t o  humen knowledge with respec t  t o  the  cause, pre- 
vention, o r  methods of diagnosis or treatment of 
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The Council metnbetrs'inforrnatfon I s  t o t a l l y  inadequate unless 
they do have che opportunity t o  review and approve contracts, e spec ia l ly  as 
the  con t r ac t  program is such a l a r g e  par t  of t he  t a f a l  e f f o r t .  

As you noticed, no up-dated list of contracts wasprwidad for 
review and approval e i t h e r  a t  the  March or t h e  JUM meetings of t he  Council, 
nor hss the Council h e n  given t h e  opportunity t o  review and approve contract 
gran ts  during the  las t  two years. 
wish and understanding of the  Congress about the  d u t i e s  of the  Council and 
makes it impossible Cor t he  Council t o  have a c q r e h e n s i v e  view of what 
the  t o t a l  research p i c t u r e  as in  &his f i e l d z  

I think t h i s  goes cont rary  t o  the expressed 

With wany thanks and a l l  best wishes, 

Yours,  

Dr. James Shannon, Director 
National Institutes of H w l t h  
Bsthesda 14, Maryland 


